
A method compri^sing ; 

2 \ receivino^ dedicated inventory allocation; 

3 comp^-exing a plurality of on-line transactions 

4 against s^4^ allocation; and 

5 requesting additional dedicated inventory 

6 allocation. 



1 2 . The^ method of claim 1 further including 

2 maintaining^^ a count of available inventory allocation and 

3 decrement/ing said count as each on-line transaction is 

4 completyed. 

3 . The method /of claim 1 wherein receiving a 
dedicated inventory Allocation includes receiving an 
inventory allocatiori from a remote site. 

The method of^^^^El^im 1 wherein receiving a 
2 dedicated inventory allocation includes receiving said 




allocation over a network. 



1 5. The method /of claim 4 wherein receiving a 

2 dedicated inventory ykllocation includes receiving said 

3 allocation over the/ Internet , 



1 6. The metMod of claim 1 wherein requesting an 

2 additional dedicated inventory allocation includes 
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determining whether the[ inventory allocation needs to be 
replenished - 



7. The method of iplaim 6 wherein determining whether 
the inventory allocation needs to be replenished includes 
determining whether the existing allocation has been 
reduced below a preset level . 



8 . The method of c 
the inventory allocation 
implementing a dynamic ca 
at which on-line transact 



aim 6 wherein determining whether 
^eeds to be replenished includes 
culation that considers the rate 
ons are being completed. 



9. The method yOf claim 8 including utilizing the 
rate at which transactions are completed and the rate at 
which additional ijaventory is to be requested to determine 
whether the inverytory allocation needs to be replenished. 




10. An article comprising^ a medium for storing 
instructions that cause a pro^ssor-based system to: 
receive a dedicat^ inventory allocation; 
complete a plurality of on-line transactions 
against said allocation/ and 

request additional dedicated inventory 
allocation. 
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11. The article of claim 10 further storing 



instructions that cause a 



processor-based system to 



maintain a count of available inventory allocation and 



decrement said count as eai 



:h on-line transaction occurs, 



1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 
4 

1 
2 
3 
4 



12. The article of cllaim 10 further storing 



instructions that cause a 



processor-based system to receive 



an inventory allocation from a remote site. 



13. The article of c 
instructions that cause a 
said allocation over a netlwork 



laim 10 further storing 
processor-based system to receive 



14 . The article of c 
instructions that cause a 
said allocation over the 



Laim 13 further storing 
processor-based system to receive 



I]iternet , 



15. The article of cJaim 10 further storing 
instructions that cause a ptocessor-based system to 
determine whether the inven 
replenished. 



:ory allocation needs to be 
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The article of cl 



Laim 15 further storing 
instructions that cause a nrocessor-based system to 
determine whether the existing allocation has been reduced 
below a preset level. 
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1 17. The article of \claim 15 further storing 

2 instructions that cause a processor-based system to 

3 implement a dynamic calcuJlation that considers the rate at 

4 which on-line transactions are being completed. 



1 18. The article of] claim 17 further storing 

2 instructions that cause ia processor-based system to utilize 

3 the rate at which transactions are completed and the rate 

4 at which additional inventory is to be requested to 

5 determine whether the inv[entory allocation needs to be 

6 replenished. ^ 

l\| 19. A system comprising : 

2y^~~/ a server tha^ completes a plurality of on-line 

transactions; / 

4 a memory /coupled to said server that stores an 

5 inventory allocataon; and 

6 said ^erver decrements said inventory allocation 

7 with each transaction, monitors the inventory allocation 

8 and automatioally requests an additional inventory 

9 allocation./ 

1 20. /The system of claim 19 wherein said server is 

2 coupled /to the Internet and completes transactions over the 

3 Internjet . 
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21, The system of cl^m 19 wherein said server 
dynamically determines wh^n to request additional inventory 
allocation based at leasyc in part on the rate at which 
transactions are being/completed. 





22. The system/of claim 21 wherein said server 
requests additional/ inventory allocation based at least in 
part on a predetermined frequency for requests for 
additional invencory allocation. 

A method comprpi^ing: 

providing a^edicated inventory allocation; 
receivip^ a request for an additional dedicated 
inventory al lactation; and 

oviding an additional dedicated inventory 

llocation. 

4. A method of /claim 23 further including providing 

A method of claim /2 3 including providing said 
inventory allocation over nhe Internet. 



26. An article for comprising a medium that stores 
instructions that cause a processor-based system to: 
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3 provide a dedicated inventory allocation; 

4 receive a request for additional dedicated 

5 inventory allocation; and 1 

6 provide additional dedicated inventory 

7 allocation. 



1 
2 
3 

1 

2 
3 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 



27, The article of claim 
instructions that cause a p 
a frequency for requests fopr 



26 further storing 
rocessor-based system to provide 
additional allocation. 



28. The article of cl 
instructions that cause a 
said inventory allocation o 



29, 



aim 26 further storing 
ptocessor-based system to provide 
rex the Internet. 




A system corqlprismg : 
a server; ^d 
a storage yfetoring software that causes said 
server to provide aJ dedicated inventory allocation, receive 
a request for an additional dedicated inventory allocation, 
and provide an additional dedicated inventory allocation. 



30. The systiem of claim 29 wherein said server is 
coupled to the Internet. 
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